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When Christians Get it Wrong  
Matthew 7:1-6 
 
Focus: We will get it wrong but God is there when we do.   
 
Function: The function of this sermon is to confess when we get it wrong and repent.  
 
Will you pray with me and for me: Lord, have mercy on us sinners, hear in your presence.  
Remind us that, without you, we are nothing.  Move us to live more into your love every day of 
our lives.  May the meditations of our hearts and the words of my lips be acceptable and 
pleasing in thy sight, oh God, our strength and our redeemer.  Speak, Lord Jesus, for your 
servants are listening.  
 
IN THE NAME OF THE CREATOR, AND OF THE REDEEMER, AND OF THE SUSTAINER, AMEN.  
 
 I’ve been thinking a lot about the image of fire recently.  I guess with all the wildfires 
that our nation and the world has experienced the past couple of years has been on my mind.  
And, when I think about the image of fire—a complex dichotomy comes to mind.  On the one 
hand, we see the sheer, awesome power the fire has. We see the destruction that it can cause.  
We see how devastating it can be.  But, on the other hand, we see the beauty of fire.  The 
safety that it can bring.  The light it provides.  How, when utilized correctly, it protects life.  
Firefighters in Australia since the past wildfires that have ravaged their nation, have researched 
ways to curb the intensity of them.  They discovered an ancient practice from the native 
aborigines called burning, the practice of setting contained brush fires to burn away the dried-
up vegetation.  After putting this practice into action, they have discovered that the areas they 
have done this has seen a reduction in wildfires and the areas where the contained burns were 
deployed, life came back quicker and fuller than areas where the wildfires ravaged.   
 
 As I was thinking about the imagery of fire—the image of the church came to mind.  
The voice we carry as the church is a powerful, awesome tool that when utilized well is a 
powerful tool that cultivates life, and points people to the love and compassion of God.  But, 
when the church and its people misuse that tool, it can lead to harm, devastation and the 
tearing down of life.  Much like fire—we have an awesome and powerful tool at our disposal.  
We have the ability to participate with the Holy Spirit who brings forth and cultivates life.  But, 
when we misuse the voice we have—when we forget about the planks in our own eyes and 
focus solely on the splinter in our siblings’ eyes, we tend to cause harm and pain.  And, no 
matter how hard we try, without the grace of God through the Holy Spirit we will get it wrong 
time and time again.   
 



 This season of Lent, we are starting a new sermon series called, When Christians Get it 
Wrong.  During this sermon series we will look at common situations in which Christians tend 
to get it wrong instead of getting it right.  We will look at faith and politics, when we speak of 
different religions, and when bad things happen.  It’s not easy to admit when we get it wrong.  
After all, just ask my wife, and Kara will tell you how often I like to admit when I’m wrong.  I can 
actually save you the time and say that it is never—I never like admitting when I am wrong.  
And, I bet that most of us are that way.  But, Lent invites us to do the hard work of admitting 
that we get it wrong and listening to the words and example of Christ to lead us on the right 
path.   
 
 And, we can almost always guarantee that when we get it wrong, it goes back to this 
teaching from Christ this evening.  Jesus warns us of the toxicity of judgment.  And, this 
judgment isn’t the accountability of love that Christians are called to exhibit and share with one 
another and the world.  This judgement that Christ speaks of is closely related to pride.  It is 
placing ourselves over others because of their mistakes and their brokenness.  It is condemning 
the person because of what they’ve done.  And, Jesus warns us of this.  He says, “Do not judge 
so that you won’t be judged.  Why do you point out the speck in your siblings’ eye while 
ignoring the plank in your own?”  Jesus reminds us of the power of humility.  You can guarantee 
we will get it wrong the very minute we begin ignoring our own brokenness and start pointing 
out the brokenness in others.  Jesus is reminding us that we are all broken and none of us can 
save ourselves.   
 
 Lent and Ash Wednesday are powerful holy days because they are an invitation to 
journey with Christ on the path of introspection.  During this sermon series we are being 
invited by God to look at where we get it wrong—at the times we point out the splinters while 
ignoring our planks.  We will all get it wrong at one point or another because we are fallen and 
broken people who live in a fallen and broken world.  But, Lent is an invitation from Christ to 
not only do the hard work of shining a light on the sin and brokenness in our lives, but to look 
to the example of Christ and his love for all.  We are invited to journey with Jesus and allow him 
to help us with our planks.  And, in so doing, while dealing with our own brokenness, we might 
begin to see the humanity in our neighbors and not just the splinters of their brokenness and 
shame.  
 
 I said it last year, and I think its worth saying again this year—the image of Ash 
Wednesday is striking.  This day we reflect on our own brokenness.  This day we reflect on our 
mortality.  We are called to admit that we get it wrong—we mess up—we sometimes harm 
others by our words, our actions, and our inaction.  We judge and we condemn.  We misuse the 
power of the church and in so doing cause untold amounts of pain in the very people God loves.  
But, the God we worship—is standing there in ashes, waiting for us, and inviting us on the 
journey of reconciliation.  The God we worship is standing in the ashes, with the very people we 
have judged and who have possibly judged us, ready to unite us in love. The God we worship is 
standing in the ashes of our mess, of our brokenness, of our charred, burned down lives, ready 
to draw the cross on our foreheads and point out the life that is growing beneath the rubble.  
We will get it wrong, but when we do, God is there—inviting us to follow him on the path that 



leads to life, love, compassion, and grace.  Our wrongdoings do not have the final say—the God 
of life and grace does—and his final word is always one of redemption, healing, love.  We will 
get it wrong, but in the midst of our brokenness, God is there—breathing life and bringing all 
things back to Him.   
 
IN THE NAME OF THE CREATOR, AND OF THE REDEEMER, AND OF THE SUSTAINER, AMEN.   


