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First Taste: Daniel and the Lion’s Den 
Daniel 6:10-28 
 
Focus: Scripture shows us our reflection, and we might not like what we see.  
 
Function: The function of this sermon is to use wrestle with the violence found within Scripture, 
even our beloved stories we grew up hearing as kids.  
 
Will you pray with me and for me: Holy God, we gather before you thankful for the love and 
mercy that you have for each of us.  We are thankful for your Holy Spirit which humbles us in 
our arrogance, and which leads us on a path of transformation and peace.  May the meditations 
of our hearts and the words of my lips be acceptable and pleasing in thy sight, oh God, our 
strength and our redeemer.  Speak, Lord Jesus, for your servants are listening.  
 
IN THE NAME OF THE CREATOR, AND OF THE REDEEMER, AND OF THE SUSTAINER, AMEN.  
 
 We probably are dealing with one of the most used and taught stories in the Old 
Testament this morning.  Everyone knows about Daniel and the Lion’s Den—or at least we 
think we do.  I remember hearing this story being taught in Sunday School, learning about it at 
VBS, and I think I remember seeing Veggie Tales do a re-telling of this story.  This is a story that 
we love to tell our children.  In fact, I remember hearing this story told a lot.  However, I never 
remember hearing it preached from the pulpit.  Nor, do I remember actually reading as it is told 
in Scripture until I went to seminary.  We love to tell this story—but, at least in my experience, 
never really read it.   
 
 There might be a number of reasons for this.  One of them might be that Daniel is an 
interesting and confusing book.  It’s only 12 chapters, but it is a wild 12 chapters.  It takes place 
in the time of the exile and follows a character named Daniel and his friends who have 
witnessed the destruction of Jerusalem and the desecration of the Temple.  Now, it follows 
them in their time of exile in Babylon.  The Book of Daniel, at its core, is a book of hope to a 
people who are oppressed.  It details to us the familiar pattern of humans being corrupted by 
power, seeking to do what they want, and taking advantage of those who are less fortunate.  
But, it carries with it a message of hope to those who are hurting and vulnerable—a message 
that states that God’s kingdom is coming—and God’s kingdom is nothing like the kingdom we 
are living in now.  It is a message of turning the status quo upside down—and those who are on 
the margins will be welcomed in.   
  

While Daniel and the characters found within its pages may not be real, “historical 
figures,” its message is a message for the ages.  It carries a message of hope for those who are 
vulnerable and hurting at the hands of the powerful.  And, that message is that God hears your 



cries.  Daniel details ways in which the Israelites may have ignored the mandates and laws 
issued by the king because they were oppressive and unjust.  After all, that is what happens in 
our text this morning.  The king issues an edict—a law—that for 30 days no one is allowed to 
worship any other god or human except for the emperor.  The king issues this because Daniel 
has gained favor in the eyes of the king and other Babylonian leaders are jealous of this 
outsider.  So, they are trying to entrap Daniel and get him killed.  The punishment for breaking 
the law is, you guessed it, being thrown into a pit full of lions.  Daniel knows all of this—but still 
he prays to his God—the God of Abraham and Isaac, the God of Jacob and Ruth, the God of 
David and Solomon, the God of the Exodus and the prophets—the God who followed the 
Israelites out of Israel and into Exile because this God never forsakes.   
 
 Well, Daniel is caught.  The king has no way out of the law, and Daniel is thrown into 
the lion’s den.  And, we know what happens next right?  We’ve all heard this story told and 
some of us may have told this story while we taught our kids.  Some of us have seen the Veggie 
Tales version of this story or some other children’s video that tells this powerful story.  The next 
morning, Kind Darius runs to see if his friend, Daniel is still alive and to his surprise, Daniel is.  
Daniel states that God shut the mouths of the lions.  King Darius is happy that his friend is alive.  
Then, he orders that the men who accused Daniel be thrown into the lion’s den—along with 
their children and their wives.  Oh…yeah…we don’t tell that part of the story to our children, do 
we?  I’m not arguing that we should—but I would be willing to bet that many of us did not 
know that is how our story ends.  The King puts to death not only the men who sought to harm 
Daniel, but he also orders that their children and their wives be put to death as well.  Then, he 
goes and sings praises to Daniel’s God—and actually professes faith in God.  What are we 
supposed to do with that?   
 
 You know, sometimes I think it is easier for us to have a simplistic and naïve 
understanding of Scripture.  Wouldn’t it be so much easier if we just pretended that there 
weren’t stories like this in our Bible?  Wouldn’t it be easier if this story ended without the 
murder of innocent women and children?  If only we had the fun versions of these stories 
tacked on with the nice fun Psalms, then some of the sayings of Jesus—but not any of the hard 
sayings like forgive you enemies and pray for those who persecute you—only the nice ones like 
the faith of a mustard seed or blessed are the meek.  You know, the Bible verses that we put on 
calendars or wall art.  You don’t see verses 23 and 24 on wall art do you?   
 
 But, here’s the thing.  Scripture is filled with stories like this one.  Stories that are 
violent, disturbing, that leave us wishing they were not there.  Stories like Joshua and battle at 
Jericho.  A fun song to sing—but in reality when the walls tumbled down God orders Joshua and 
his army to kill every last man, woman, and child—which is actually genocide.  Stories like Elijah 
and the 450 prophets of Baal—where Elijah slaughters all of them after he proves God’s power 
and might.  Stories like…well almost the entire book of Judges.  Stories like…well…almost the 
entire book of Revelation, or even when Jesus lays into the Syrophoenician woman calling her a 
dog or when he lays into the Pharisees.  Even Jesus’ crucifixion should make us uncomfortable 
as crucifixion was the worst form of torture and execution up to that point in history.  Scripture 
is filled with difficult and disturbing stories.  Stories that, if we don’t read our Bible, we will 



never know are there.  And, while these stories might disturb us, that doesn’t mean we ignore 
them and pretend they aren’t there.  Because, although this is a disturbing ending and might 
ruin that innocent story we grew up hearing—without it, the story loses its power and we lose a 
profound lesson that we need to hear over and over and over again.  
 
 While its true that Daniel and the Lion’s Den is a story about the faithfulness and 
power of God—it also sheds light on us as human beings.  Notice that, while the king’s actions 
are disturbing and despicable, they are the king’s actions.  God never tells the king to throw 
these people in the lion’s den and neither does Daniel.  It is because of the king’s zealousness 
and anger.  It is the king’s actions and the king’s actions only.  And, immediately after, the king 
confesses his faith and begins singing praises to God.  While we may twist and bemoan the 
violence found in this text—this text operates as a mirror.  While we call this text the violence, 
perhaps it makes us uncomfortable because it shows that we too have the capacity to be 
violent ourselves.  While we may never act on our violence—we think it.  I see it every time I 
drive on I-24 to Nashville—someone cuts another person off and the horns flare and a certain 
finger flies up and out the window.  Mass shootings are so prevalent in our nation now—we’ve 
become almost numb to them.  War seems to be a go to answer for many people when it 
comes to international disagreements.  We are even violent with our words—when someone 
disagrees with us that must mean we have to hate them now—we’ve lost the art of dialogue 
and friendly debate.  Our video games and movies seem to glorify violence in a way that the 
ancients never could have dreamed of.  Revenge is often the first the thought after someone 
harms us in any way.  We are quick to judge, refusing to see the gray and see the other side of 
the story.  We are easy to state that a person is the sum of their actions, instead of believing 
that absolutely no one is beyond redemption. Oh, my friends, Scripture often shows us the 
reflection of ourselves and we often times do not like what we see.  It reminds us that we are 
fallen and broken creatures in need of redemption and love.   
  
 Here’s the thing about this story and all the other violent stories in Scripture—they are 
stories about how we humans get it wrong.  Darius acted on his own regard, thinking that was 
what needed to be done.  It was the way things always have been done.  It is the way things are 
done now.  That is why stories like the one that went viral about the young man forgiving his 
brother’s murderer is so powerful—because they shake the status quo. Darius thought that 
revenge was the only course of action.  But, revenge and violence are never the course of 
action when it comes to following God.  While they may be the actions of the world, our actions 
are different.  We are called to be peace makers.  We are called to be bearers of compassion.  
We are called to be like Daniel and resist evil legislation and evil actions by way of pointing to 
God’s agape love—which wraps and encompasses even the ones who perpetuate evil and 
injustice.  This story, in all its forms, is a story about the violence we humans can create and 
how God wants to heal us and redeem us from said violence.  That’s why, I think, when John 
gives us his revelation, there’s a giant tree whose fruits heal the nations—God wants to heal us 
and make us whole—so we may live together in peace and harmony—no more hatred, no more 
war, no more violence, no more anger, no more pain, no more fear, no more tears, no more 
anything that harms and dehumanizes another person.  And, while that day will never come 
until Christ’s glorious return—we are called to be like Daniel, and live as if it is here—so others 



will know the glory and power and faithfulness of our God—who heals, and redeems, and 
makes all things new.   
 
IN THE NAME OF THE CREATOR, AND OF THE REDEEMER, AND OF THE SUSTAINER, AMEN.   


