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Jesus is Lord  
Galatians 3:25-29 
 
Focus: Jesus Christ is Lord and that changes things.  
 
Function: The function of this sermon is to profess Jesus is Lord and see how that changes the 
way we live in the world.  
 
Will you pray with me and for me: God we praise you for you are Lord of all.  You are Lord of 
our lives.  You are Lord of the entire created cosmos.  Open our eyes to see you at work.  Move 
us so we may live according to your great love and see all people as your people.  May the 
meditations of our hearts and the words of my lips be acceptable and pleasing in thy sight, oh 
God, our strength and our redeemer.  Speak, Lord Jesus, for your servants are listening.  
 
IN THE NAME OF THE CREATOR, AND OF THE REDEEMER, AND OF THE SUSTAINER, AMEN.  
 
 There is disagreement in the church, and it is starting to get ugly.  Sides are beginning 
to form.  People are starting to mistrust one another.  Each side is claiming they are right.  They 
are the ones who fully understand the truth.  They are the ones who follow the right path.  
Seeds of division are growing.  Animosity is spreading.  And now, not only are divisions growing 
because of a theological difference—but now folks are being divided by socioeconomic status, 
ethnicity, status in society, and gender.  The church in Galatia is struggling—they are hurting.  
And, word finally gets to Paul and in response, Paul writes the letter we now know as Galatians.  
This church is struggling—and divided.  I wonder what that feels like?  
 
 There is something that we need to know about Paul’s letters.  Paul did not write these 
letters thinking that they would one day become our scripture.  He would be appalled, actually, 
if he knew that we revered his words as the word of God.  We need to always remember that 
when we read Paul’s letters—he wasn’t writing a systematic theology or seeking to give the end 
all be all in theological disputes.  He was responding to churches who had issues, questions, and 
problems—some churches he helped found and other he knew of.  Paul’s letters are 
contextual—they are written to a specific group of people, dealing with a specific situation, 
during a specific time.  And, those teachings have a lasting impact.  
 
 Ultimately, Paul’s letter to the Galatians is a call for unity and return to the radically 
open and inclusive love of Jesus Christ.  I have news for you friends.  The church has never fully 
agreed on anything.  We can go all the way back to the early church in the Book of Acts—and 
see there was some major disagreement among the early leaders.  In Acts, there is a moment 
where the leaders of the church have to respond to a crisis—and instead of arguing and 
allowing divisions to grow—they prayerfully engage one another in dialogue and discussion.  



The issue was surrounding circumcision—but it was larger than that.  Christianity is beginning 
to grow and is now attracting gentile converts—folks who were not Jewish.  And, there was a 
difference in opinion surrounding how these gentiles should be welcomed in.  Some said, they 
first needed to convert to Judaism—and for men that means being circumcised.  Peter was a 
proponent of this line of thought.  Paul, on the other hand, who had been a missionary to the 
gentiles disagreed.  He argued that Christ set us free from the grips of the law—our faith isn’t in 
the law but in Christ.  Christ is Lord, argued Paul.  And, if Christ is Lord, then that means only 
Christ can set us free.  So, gentiles don’t need to convert to Judaism—they need only have faith 
in Jesus, the great liberator, lover, and Lord.  
 
 This council—known as the council of Jerusalem—ultimately agreed with Paul.  They 
declared that the church would not force gentile converts first convert to Judaism—thus 
making the claim that Christianity is its own religion.  But, that didn’t stop this teaching from 
spreading.  This teaching on circumcision and obeying the law made it to Galatia and started to 
cause some trouble.  People are now taking sides, division and hatred have entered the mix, 
and animosity now runs deep on both sides.  Essentially, the argument that has hit the Galtian 
church is an argument of who is allowed to be a part 0of the church and who is not.  So, Paul 
writes this letter—a letter that calls for the church to remember what it means to be followers 
of Christ—a letter calling for unity.  
 
 And, as Paul builds his cause for unity and love—at the height of his argument, he 
writes one of the most well-known texts in the New Testament.  Our text this morning isn’t a 
new text that Paul has written.  Paul and the Galatians have heard these words before.  These 
words, scholars believe, made up the first baptismal formula the early church used.  As people 
pronounced their faith in Christ, as they rose out of the water, the elder of the church would 
say these words.  “There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither slave nor free; nor is there 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  Notice what Paul is arguing here.  He is 
tackling the three biggest ways in which we label and divide one another.  Jew nor Greek—
nationality and ethnicity.  In Christ, no longer do we divide one another based on where we are 
from or what our culture may be.  Slave nor free—economic status.  In Christ, no longer do we 
divide one another based on where we stand in society.  Male or female—gender.  In Christ, no 
longer does our gender matter—for we are all one in Christ Jesus.  
 
 Essentially, Paul takes the ways we define humanity and says that way is no more.  
Paul is arguing where society and the world divides and separates, Christ unites.  Christ unites 
because Jesus Christ is Lord—and where Christ is Lord there is a new way in which we define 
humanity.  Humanity—every single person—is a child of God.  Once we are baptized into 
Christ’s church, no other identity matters.  No matter marker of the world matters—for we 
follow a risen savior whose love encompasses all, whose mercy is given to all, whose table is 
open for all, whose grace is extended to all—and all means all.   
 
 The third historic question of our baptismal vows reiterates this point.  It asks: Do you 
profess Jesus Christ as your savior, put your whole trust in his grace and serve him in union with 
the church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?  If we answer yes 



to that question, that means the way in which we operate and live in the world must 
fundamentally change.  It means that we understand we do not follow a president, we do not 
follow a nation, we do not follow a government, we do not follow a political party, we do not 
follow celebrities, we do not follow people with power and prestige and wealth according to 
the world’s standards.  Instead, we follow a traveling, radical, homeless preacher rabbi named 
Jesus who was executed by the Roman state as a criminal, but who was raised from the dead so 
that the very people who nailed him to the cross could be reconciled back to God and freed to 
live a transformed life of mercy and love.   
 
 As followers of Christ, no longer do we divide and label others.  Rather, we recognize 
that we are all one in Christ Jesus.  No longer do we see the way the world sees.  We recognize 
that every single person who walks through the doors of our church is welcomed, called, and 
loved by God.  But, that doesn’t only apply when they walk through our doors.  Every person we 
meet, every person we encounter, every person we see is welcomed, called, and loved by 
God—just like you and me.  Why?  Because Jesus Christ is Lord—and that changes things.  It 
changes things because Christ is a different kind of Lord.  He isn’t a Lord who dominates, 
oppresses, coerces, forces, and pits people against one another.  He is the Lord of all creation 
who welcomes, loves, frees, liberates, and goes so far as death on the cross so the whole world 
will know just how much he loves.   
 
 Jesus Christ is Lord and that changes things.  It changes the way we react in times of 
division and fear.  It changes the way we live in the world.  It changes the way we see strangers.  
It changes the way we live in times of pain and hardship.  It changes things because if we 
profess faith in Christ, we have been changed.  In times of division and fear we no longer seek 
to divide and fear others, we seek to find ways of unity and love.  When we see strangers, we 
no longer fear and other—we see our sibling in Christ.  In our everyday lives—we no longer 
congregate only with those who are like us—we seek to live into the great colorful diversity of 
God’s creation.  And, in times of pain and hardship it means we know Christ is with us and will 
never leave.  “There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither slave nor free; nor is there male 
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  Thanks be to God! 
 
IN THE NAME OF THE CREATOR, AND OF THE REDEEMER, AND OF THE SUSTAINER, AMEN.   


