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When Bad Things Happen 
Luke 13:1-9 
 
Focus: Not everything happens for a reason, but God is always present in the pain.  
 
Function: The function of this sermon is to see that God is not the author of suffering, but the 
one who ends it.  
 
Will you pray with me and for me: Holy Lord of all the earth, comfort us in times of suffering 
and pain.  Remind us that you are the author of all life and you bring rest from suffering and are 
not the cause of suffering itself.  May the meditations of our hearts and the words of my lips be 
acceptable and pleasing in thy sight, oh God, our strength and our redeemer.  Speak, Lord 
Jesus, for your servants are listening.  
 
IN THE NAME OF THE CREATOR, AND OF THE REDEEMER, AND OF THE SUSTAINER, AMEN.  
 
 Tragedy has struck! The headlines ringing all throughout Galilee and Jerusalem are 
leading with these two stories that Jesus spoke about in our text this morning.  Galileans 
murdered by order of Pontius Pilate because they were worshiping—it doesn’t matter what 
religion they were practicing—they were murdered in cold blood by the governor of their 
region.  Eighteen people dead after a tower collapsed on them.  Two tragedies—two horrific 
event…the talk of the town.  And, of course, when bad things happen—when tragedies strike—
we want to know why.  Our brains are hardwired to try to discern any type of patter in our 
world—and tragedies, those moments when bad things happen disrupt that.  We can’t make 
any sense out of why such horrors would take place.  So, we search for answers—and we look 
for answers—and we seek out explanations.  And, because there often times are no answers as 
to why bad things happen, as to why tragedies take place, as to why suffering hits us in life, out 
of our discomfort of that reality we try to force answers.  And, one of popular answers we give 
is, “Everything happens for a reason.”   
 
 And, what I find so interesting is that Jesus outright denies this line of thinking.  
Because this tragedy is presumably so fresh on everyone’s minds, the crowds are asking Jesus 
his thoughts on it.  And, he gives the same answer to both tragedies—one man made, and one 
a sheer, unfortunate accident.  He says, “Do you think the suffering of these people proves they 
were more sinful or guilty than anyone else?  No, I tell you.”  Now, you maybe saying, “Now 
wait a minute preacher.  Jesus didn’t say no to the phrase everything happens for a reason—
Jesus said no to the idea that these people were sinners and God punished them.”  While this 
may be true—I think Jesus is saying no to any possible answer we can give to the question as to 
why tragedy and suffering exist.  While it may seem harmless on the surface, “Everything 
happens for a reason,” the issue with this answer to suffering is that it seems to be saying on a 



deeper level that God at some point before the world’s existence wrote out in a script that this 
event, this accident, this suffering, this tragedy would and should take place.  The problem with 
“Everything happens for a reason,” is that it seems to be saying that suffering in and of itself is 
redeemable.  It seems to say that God willed and maybe even caused this event, this tragedy, 
this horrific incident to take place for a specific reason—to punish, to test, to glorify, or what 
have you.  And, Jesus adamantly says no to this line of thinking. 
 
 I also think we should notice that Jesus never gives an answer either.  Perhaps this is 
because we are never going to know why suffering and tragedies take place.  They are part of 
the grand mysteries of the universe.  We will never be able to explain why the tornado tore 
down my house but not my neighbors.  We will never understand why the Pilates of this world 
choose to kill, murder, or torture.  We will never explain why the cancer took the man next 
door to us but not our loved one.  We will never be able to comprehend why my child died in 
the accident but not the person who hit them.  We will never understand why my friends could 
not and will probably never be able to conceive but we were.  I don’t think we will ever be able 
to comprehend where evil, suffering, and tragedies come from and why they happen because I 
don’t think we are meant to understand.  But, that does not mean that Christ is not with us and 
that God has abandoned us.  After all, that is what the entire book of Job is about—God is with 
us in the midst of our pain, in the midst of our hardship, in the midst of our suffering, in the 
midst of the bad things that happen in life.   
 
 Jesus knows this, which is why he doesn’t give us an answer as to why these horrible 
events took place.  But, Jesus does use these events to remind us of a very important lesson—
all of us are mortal, just like those who perished.  Life is a precious gift, says Jesus, and we are 
never going to know when our time is up on this earth.  We are mortal human beings who 
never guaranteed another second on this planet, in this life.  We are never guaranteed another 
second with our loved ones, our friends or family, or doing the things we love.  And, Jesus uses 
this moment to remind us of this sobering and powerful lesson—death is the great unifier and 
never discriminates.   
 
 And, then Jesus makes a sudden shift—and starts talking about a fig tree.  On the 
surface, this may seem like he changed subjects.  But, it is actually a beautiful image of God.  A 
man owned a fig tree and came looking for its fruit.  The gardener told him there was none and 
the man wanted to chop the tree down.  But, the gardener convinced the owner to leave it up 
for one more year.  You see—Jesus tells this story right after talking about these two tragedies 
to put the nail in the coffin of the idea that everything happens for a reason.  Sometimes things 
just happen, beyond our capability of understanding.  But, the one thing we can always count 
on and know is that no matter if people die by the sword, by natural disaster, or by another 
accident it is not because God has somehow orchestrated it. This parable told by Jesus—the 
Lord of Life—that God would give even an unfruitful fig tree another chance.  
 
 The church gets it wrong in times of tragedy when we try to answer questions we 
don’t really have the answers to.  And, it is because tragedies strike us at our most vulnerable 
points.  And, we were reminded of that this week when Nashville, Cookeville, and other areas 



were struck by F2, F3, and F4 tornadoes causing untold amounts of damage and the loss of at 
least 24 lives.  Two of our historic United Methodist Churches were destroyed and countless 
people are grieving.  Tragedies happen.  Natural disasters will take place.  There will be Pilates 
of the world who will kill the innocent.  And, we will never know the answer to why—the big 
why—like why these things have to happen at all?  We don’t know.  But, what I do know is that 
God is with us in the midst of it because God is the healer of life who extends holy, restoring 
grace which leads to a reordering of all life.  
 
 No, not everything happens for a reason.  Tragedies happen—sometimes by our own 
hands and others they just happen.  In the midst of life we will deal with pain and suffering.  
But, the beautiful thing that Jesus reminds us of is that God is not the author of suffering, the 
author of tragedy, the author of the bad things.  Rather, through the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, God is the one who puts an end to all suffering through God’s holy 
love which encompasses you and me.  God is always with us—on the ash heap, in the season of 
great sadness, in the midst of great joy, in our anger, in our lamenting, God is always with us.   
 
 The book of Ezekiel is a strange book—but a powerful one.  Written during the time of 
the exile, the prophet seeing the devastation of his people as they are headed toward Babylon 
in bondage looks up and in a vision sees the very presence of God leaving the temple in 
Jerusalem and heads East—toward Babylon where God’s people will be…in exile.  When we are 
in moments of exile, when we are in the wilderness, when we are in a season of suffering, when 
we are in the midst of tragedy, when sadness and hopelessness have filled us to our bones—
God is with us and that is the meaning of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Not everything happens for 
a reason and God is not the author of tragedy—but God is and will always be the author of 
hope, the giver of life, the one who speaks and breathes resurrection in the midst of all things.  
And, when we preach this—we will always, 100%, get it right.   
 
IN THE NAME OF THE CREATOR, AND OF THE REDEEMER, AND OF THE SUSTAINER, AMEN.  


