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He Isn’t Here! 
Matthew 28:1-10 
 
Focus: He is going ahead of you! 
 
Function: The function of this sermon is to rejoice in the terrifying, amazing news that Christ is 
risen from the grave and is going ahead of us—inviting us to follow.   
 
Will you pray with me and for me: God of resurrection and God of life, we gather before you, 
hearts overflowing with praise and joy.  You have raised your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead 
freeing us from the clings of sin and death.  We are in awe of your great love for the world.  
Move us and inspire us with resurrection faith.  May the meditations of our hearts and the 
words of my lips be acceptable and pleasing in thy sight, oh God, our strength and our 
redeemer.  Speak, Lord Jesus, for your servants are listening.  
 
IN THE NAME OF THE CREATOR, AND OF THE REDEEMER, AND OF THE SUSTAINER, AMEN.  
 
 A lot can happen within a week.  Just 7 days ago, Jesus and his rag-tag band of misfits 
rode into Jerusalem and the crowd was cheering and shouting Hosannas.  But, how quickly 
things changed.  By Thursday evening, Jesus and his disciples sensed something was awry.  
Their last supper together was a strange one.  Jesus took bread and said it was his body.  Jesus 
took wine and said it was his blood.  He said that one of them gathered there would betray him.  
Judas left and Jesus took the rest of the disciples to a garden in Gethsemane and asked them to 
stay awake as he prayed.  They failed—they fell asleep every time Jesus checked on them.  
Then he was arrested.  Peter denied him.  The trial was a sham.  The male disciples fled at the 
first instant of trouble—but the women stayed close.  Matthew is sure we know this.  They saw 
him nailed on to the cross.  They heard his cry.  They saw him die and with his death, everything 
they had hoped for and worked for, for three years had just come crumbling down.  Jesus was 
dead—and with that, his love and message had been silenced.  
 
 On the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene—the same Mary whom Jesus had 
exorcised 7 demons out of—and the other Mary—we don’t know much about her other than 
she was the other Mary—head to the tomb.  Unlike Mark and Luke—Matthew doesn’t state 
that they are going to prepare the body.  They just want to see the tomb.  Why?  Did they just 
want to see where his body lay one last time?  They couldn’t get in—Pilate had put two guards 
there to explicitly make sure that no one would steal his body and spread rumors about his 
supposed resurrection.  Did they want to confirm that that was the location—in case they 
wanted to come back?  Did they want to see if what Jesus had said and predicted really came 
true—that he would rise again on the third day?  We don’t know.   
 



 But, as they approached the tomb, suddenly the entire earth shook.  It started as a soft 
tremble, but then it turned into a quake.  The women fell to the knees, hoping and praying to 
have the strength to at least stay in that position.  But, the guards—well they remembered how 
the earth shook when Jesus died—and as the stone was rolling towards them, they themselves 
began to quake with fear and as Matthew says, “became like dead men.”   
 
 When the women looked up, they saw the great stone was a rolled away and a man 
sat on top of it.  This man didn’t look like any man these women had seen before.  His face 
crackled like lightening and his clothes were as white as snow.  He said to the women, “Do not 
be afraid.”  Do not be afraid?  They have plenty to be afraid of.  They have plenty to fear.  Was 
this man crazy?  But he continued, “I know who you are looking for.  You are looking for Jesus 
who was crucified.”  He doesn’t say Jesus who was your friend, or Jesus who was your teacher, 
or Jesus the Rabbi.  He says, “Jesus who was crucified.”  That part is important.  The women 
saw that.  They are looking for Jesus—the one who bore death on the cross, the one who was 
executed for no other reason than he was a threat to Rome and the power a few religious 
leaders coveted.  But, the angel continues. “He isn’t here.  He is risen from the dead, just as he 
said he would.  Look, see, where they laid his body.   Now hurry, and go—tell his disciples that 
he has been raised from dead and his going ahead to Galilee.”   
 
 The women go as the angel said, filled with fear and excitement.  That is important 
too.  This news should excite us, but it should also frighten us a little bit—not in the scary way—
but it should jolt us.  The idea that death has been defeated should indeed turn our world 
upside down.  Nevertheless, I digress.  The women, these two women have been entrusted 
with the message of the resurrection.  Mary Magdalene—a woman who 7 demons exorcised 
from her—and another Mary who we know nothing about are the first Christian preachers.  
But, something else happens.  As they travel, they see a stranger—and they begin to recognize 
him.  There is something familiar about the way he carries himself.  The way he walks looks 
familiar.  Could it be…could it be?  It’s…Jesus!  They fall on their face as the angel’s message was 
true—and they worship their Lord right then and there.  Easter isn’t about us.  It’s not about 
our shirts or clothes.  It’s not even about our grand visions for how our services should look.  
Nothing can cancel this day.  It is all about what God has done through Jesus—and the women 
know this.   
 
 Jesus greets them and also says, “Do not be afraid.”  Twice in Matthew’s account we 
are told to not fear.  And, we can give Jesus every excuse in the book.  Jesus—we are facing a 
global pandemic.  Jesus my loved one is a healthcare worker.  Jesus we just got laid off and we 
don’t know how we are going to make ends meet.  Jesus death seems to lurk around every 
corner.  Jesus I’ve made mistakes and now they have come back to haunt me.  Jesus I’m in the 
middle of a cloud and can’t make heads or tales, I can’t tell which way is up or down.  And Jesus 
says, “Don’t be afraid.”  This isn’t a promise from Jesus that things will not ever go wrong.  Jesus 
is assuring us that whatever is going on, God’s love is stronger than whatever it is we are facing 
because it is God’s love which has conquered death itself.  And, it is God’s love which will lead 
us out of our fear—fear of failure, fear of harm, fear of shame, fear of even love—and follow 
Jesus who has gone ahead of us to show us the way to love, peace, and joy.  



 Jesus continues and says, “Go and tell my brothers that I will meet them in Galilee.”  
Jesus calls the disciples his brothers—not his students, not his no-good, do-nothing, failure of 
friends.  The very same disciples who ran and hid the very moment things turned south, Jesus 
calls them his brother—a term of endearment—a term of intimacy.  One of the very first things 
Jesus does post resurrection is reconciliation between himself and his friends.  He wants his 
friends to know that he loves them and that grace abounds.  Aren’t we glad that Jesus puts 
people in our lives who remind us that there is no thing that can take us away from the love of 
God?  And Jesus tells them he will see them again.  
 
 Jesus isn’t at the tomb.  He’s going ahead of us.  He’s going ahead of us calling us out of 
the tombs we’ve convinced ourselves to be the safe havens that offer us freedom and 
salvation.  Jesus is calling us out of our fear and into a newer, fuller, more amazing life where 
death itself no longer has power, where fear is wiped away, where shame and pain and 
suffering no longer have the final word.  This is what the resurrection is all about.  This is what 
the resurrection is…it’s about Jesus showing us the power of divine love…how God’s love 
breathes life in the very place death resides.   
 
 I think it’s safe to say that this has been a weird Lent and Easter season. We have been 
in the midst of a cloud of uncertainty, fear, and confusion.  But the risen Christ says, “I’m going 
ahead of you.”  The resurrection is so much more than a historical event that we simply claim 
happened.  It is a present reality—and we can see it now.  The resurrection is a way of life.  It is 
a way of living in the world that says despite whatever is going on, love wins, always.  The 
resurrection moves us to say no one is beyond redemption. We see the resurrection when the 
mourning rejoice knowing death doesn’t have the last word.  We see the resurrection when 
love triumphs over hate.  We see the resurrection when enemies are reconciled.  We see the 
resurrection when peace reigns over violence.  We see the resurrection when strangers help 
one another after a natural disaster.  We the resurrection when we fight for justice and peace.  
We see the resurrection when compassion flows from our hearts and we love the person right 
in front of us, no matter where they’ve been or who they are.  We see the resurrection when 
we don’t give into fear and follow Jesus, wherever he leads us.  We see the resurrection when 
churches feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the prisoner, and heal the sick.  We see the 
resurrection when people rise above these circumstances and allow the creativity of God to 
flow from our beings so we can continue to serve our neighbor out of love and mercy.  We see 
the resurrection when a church surrounds a grieving pastor and his family just days after a 
beloved cousin dies by suicide.  We see the resurrection when health care workers, medical 
techs, first responders, grocery store workers, mail carriers, and truck drivers risk their health to 
serve others.   We see the resurrection…we see Jesus…in the people and places we would least 
expect because that is where Jesus is…always.  
 
 Jesus isn’t where we expect him to be.  He isn’t in the tomb.  Rome couldn’t silence 
him.  Death couldn’t hold him.  He isn’t found in the stories of pain, power, prestige, wealth, or 
status.  He’s found in this story—the story of love—the story of love so powerful it frees us 
from death itself and it’s mighty sting.  And, we are invited to live into this story, too.  The risen 
Christ is telling us to not fear, because he is going ahead of us.  Wherever we find ourselves, 



Jesus was there first.  Jesus meets us wherever we are going and leads us toward resurrection, 
a new life free of fear because we know that God’s love triumphs over all…even death..  “Don’t 
be afraid,” the angel says.  “I know who you are looking for.  You are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified.  He isn’t here!  He has been raised from the dead, just as he said.  Come, see where 
they laid him.  Now, hurry, go and tell…He’s been raised from the dead!  He is going ahead of 
you...wherever you find yourself, wherever you are going, no matter where you’ve been, Jesus 
will meet you there.”  
 
IN THE NAME OF THE CREATOR, AND OF THE REDEEMER, AND OF THE SUSTAINER, AMEN.   


