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Community of Faith  
Luke 10:1-12 
 
Focus: We were made for community—life together.  
 
Function: The function of this sermon is to live into the beautiful mess of the community of faith.  
 
Will you pray with me and for me: Holy God, you call us to live together and to love each other 
just as you are one and love us.  Show us the way.  Empower us to surround each other with 
the love you call us to share.  May the meditations of our hearts and the words of my lips be 
acceptable and pleasing in thy sight, oh God, our strength and our redeemer.  Speak, Lord 
Jesus, for your servants are listening.  
 
IN THE NAME OF THE CREATOR, AND OF THE REDEEMER, AND OF THE SUSTAINER, AMEN.  
 
 What does baptism mean?  This is the question that we have tried to answer during this 
sermon series.  In a way, we answered that question in the very first sermon in this series when 
we remembered our baptisms.  At its core, baptism is a gift from God that tells us over and over 
again that we are God’s children, claimed by God from the very moment we are alive.  Baptism, 
as we say at the beginning of every baptism or baptism remembrance, is an outward and visible 
sign of an inward and spiritual grace.  It is an outward and visible sign of God’s love—which 
extends to all persons—where God claims each of us as God’s own.  And, my friends, that is a 
powerful statement.  That is a powerful truth.  No matter what identity the world places on 
you, no matter your standing in society, no matter your shame, no matter your fear, no matter 
the pain you carry, no matter the heartache you have, no matter the sins you’ve committed, 
are committing, or will commit, you are God’s child.  Period.  No ifs, ands, or buts—God has 
claimed you.  And, baptism reminds us of that powerful epiphany.   
 
 But, baptism also goes deeper.  It is an outward and visible sign of an inward and 
spiritual grace—a grace that transforms, convicts, redeems, loves, and heals.  Therefore, when 
we come to the waters, or when we sponsor our children as we bring them to the waters, we 
are stating that we have been touched by God’s holy grace—and that changes the way we are 
called to live in the world.  The first question we talked about reminded us that no longer do we 
listen to the spiritual forces of wickedness and they no longer hold us in chains—shaming us for 
our sin.  We boldly repent of our sin which is a freeing experience.  No longer do we participate 
in the systems of injustice and oppression.  Rather, we recognize that Christ’s love has freed us 
and given us power to resist those systems in the name of love and peace.  The third question 
we reminded us that the waters of baptism unite us all in Christ Jesus—and those labels that 
the world use no longer apply in the church.  The only label that should define us child of God—
and the only label we use to define others is also child of God.  The waters of baptism remind us 



over and over again that we have been freed by God’s grace from the sin that seeks to keep us 
chained in fear and pain and that we have been set free to live into God’s holy love for the 
entire created order.   
 
 Those are the first three questions that are asked of every candidate for baptism.  But, 
the fourth question that is asked is not asked of the candidates for baptism—it is asked of 
us—the community of faith.  And, that question is: Will you nurture one another in the 
Christian faith and, life and will you accept these persons before you in your care?  Will you 
nurture one another in the Christian faith and life, and will you accept these persons before you 
in your care?  And, the response we give, as the community of faith—involves much more than 
a yes.  It is a powerful statement and is found on page 35 of your UMH.  I want us to read it 
together.  With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of 
Christ.  We will surround these persons with a community of love and forgiveness, that they may 
grow in their trust of God, and be found faithful in their service to others.  We will pray for them, 
that they may be true disciples who walk in the way that leads to life.  Wow.  In other words—
this question and our response can be boiled down to one phrase—Christian community.  Or, 
what Dr. King called, the Beloved Community.  This question makes the bold statement that 
God created us for a life together—in community with one another—faults, disagreements, sin, 
brokenness, beauty, laughter, joy, sadness, comfort, love, and all.  All the good and bad that we 
bring—we were made for one another.  
 
 And, this is seen in our text this morning from Luke’s gospel.  Jesus commissions 72 
followers to go out into Jerusalem and Galilee for ministry.  And, he sends them out two by 
two—because Jesus knows that we cannot do this work on our own.  Jesus knows that God 
created us to be in community.  In fact, Scientists have found a specific type of neuron in the 
human brain that is called a mirror neuron.  It is a neuron whose sole job is to mirror actions, 
emotions, and feelings that we see and experience from other human beings.  Mirror neurons 
are why yawns are contagious, they are why we experience empathy and compassion, they are 
why there is a heaviness to grief, they are why we can feel other people’s emotions even 
though we are not them.  Mirror neurons show that humanity was made to be in community 
with each other.  Jesus knows this—and calls his followers to live in Christian community—a 
community that is much grander, much more open, much more radical than communities we 
see in anywhere else in our world.   
 
 The reason being is the nature of the work that Jesus calls us to do.  Notice what he 
tells the disciples to do when they get to town.  One, they are to establish community.  They 
find one house, stay there, eat what they eat, commune with the household, and not move.  
They are to establish community with complete strangers.  Notice that the strangers they stay 
with are now apart of the community they create.  Hospitality is a vital ministry in the life of 
faith—and Christ calls us to do the same.  To welcome the stranger and the other.  To welcome 
them into our community because we know that God loves them, and God calls them God’s 
own—no matter who they are.  Two, they are to go and heal.  They are to heal with God’s love.  
At its core—the Christian movement is a healing movement.  Scripture doesn’t care as much 
about telling us how to get to heaven—its it much more worried about teaching us how to live 



like we are already there.  God is much more interested not in if we believe the right beliefs, 
but if we put our beliefs into action.  Did we heal?  Did we love?  Did we show compassion to 
our hurting friends, family, neighbors, strangers?  Did we fight for justice and mercy?  Did we 
extend grace to those who have harmed us? Did we forgive and work for reconciliation? All of 
these are healing ministries.  Christ calls us to be healers—healers of body, mind, and spirit.  
And that shows up in many different ways.  Three, we announce the kingdom of God’s arrival.  
Jesus is the inauguration of God’s kingdom here on earth.  And, we can catch glimpses of its 
healing reality every day if we learn to squint just right.  If we stop fear and start loving, we 
might see the Holy Spirit at work in people and places we would least expect.  We might even 
notice that the Holy Spirit is working through us to help others see and realize the truth that 
they are loved by God beyond their comprehension.   
 
 I don’t think it’s a coincidence that the last question asked before we move on in the 
baptismal liturgy is a question about community.  It reminds us that Christ calls us to live in 
unity with one another.  Christ knew and knows that we will never agree on everything.  And, if 
you are searching for a church where everyone agrees with you on everything—friends, you will 
be searching for the rest of your life.  You won’t find it.  Instead, Christ calls to live in union with 
one another because without each other our lives will be less rich and this race Christ calls us to 
run will be almost impossible to complete.  We need each other.  I need you and I hope and 
pray you recognize that you need me.  Not because I’m a preacher who needs someone to 
preach to.  But, because I need you to teach me about grace, forgiveness, love, and 
reconciliation just like you need me to teach you those things too.  We need each other 
because we are called to live life together.  We need each other to do the work of expanding 
our community, working for its growth.  We need each other because we each have unique 
gifts we offer the world to bring about Christ’s healing love.  We need each other because we 
each have unique ways we talk about and share and see the kingdom of God—and without 
each other, the body of Christ would be incomplete.  We need each other.  We need each 
other’s prayers.  We need each other’s examples and stories.  We need each other’s grace and 
forgiveness.  We need each other to hold each other accountable in a loving way.   
 

I’m reminded of Jesus’ last prayer he prays in the gospel of John.  Do you know what it 
is?  He prays for us to be one, just like he and the Father are one.  Not one of mind—but one of 
spirit, one of relationship.  One—where when we harm each other we work for reconciliation 
and forgiveness.  One—where we share grace.  One—where we pray for each other.  One—
where we support one another.  One—where we love each other.  All the while knowing we are 
all very different—and that’s what makes the community of faith so beautiful.  We were made 
for community—difficult, messy, hard, beautiful, loving, joyous community.  

 
IN THE NAME OF THE CREATOR, AND OF THE REDEEMER, AND OF THE SUSTAINER, AMEN.  
 
 
 
  
  


