
Rev. Zach Moffatt 
Adams UMC 
6th Sunday after Epiphany  
February 16th, 2020 

Love…It’s What It’s All About  
John 15:1-17 
 
Focus: Baptism is all about the gift of God’s love which calls us God’s beloved.  
 
Function: The function of this sermon is to live into the holy gift of God’s love which 
encompasses us all.  
 
Will you pray with me and for me: Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of heaven and earth whose love is 
made known in all the world, we praise you and give you thanks.  Thank you for your love which 
heals us and calls us yours.  Remind us always, that love is what being your follower is all about.  
May the meditations of our hearts and the words of my lips be acceptable and pleasing in thy 
sight, oh God, our strength and our redeemer.  Speak, Lord Jesus, for your servants are 
listening.  
 
IN THE NAME OF THE CREATOR, AND OF THE REDEEMER, AND OF THE SUSTIANER, AMEN.  
 
 I will never forget December 30th, 2018.  It was a day full of emotion, excitement, and 
hope.  My family was in town.  So was Kara’s.  We had just celebrated a big wedding the day 
before in this church as Kara’s sister and her now husband entered into a covenant together as 
husband and wife.  Then, on that day, December 30th, Kara and I were entering into a new 
covenant—a covenant with Emma and William and God.  December 30th, 2018 was the day 
where Kara and I presented Emma and William for baptism.  December 30th, 2018 was the day 
when we reaffirmed our baptismal vows—the covenant we made when we were baptized.  It 
was the day when we were humbled by the love you all have in your hearts when you vowed to 
walk alongside of us in teaching them what it means to be a follower of Jesus.  December 30th, 
2018—a day that forever sealed in my heart what baptism is all about—the gift of God’s love 
which calls us God’s beloved children.  After all, that is what baptism is all about—it’s all about 
love.  
 
 This past week, for one of my devotions, I came across a quote from John Wesley’s 
sermon,  The Law Established Through Faith II, “As glorious and honorable faith is, it is not 
the end of the commandment. God hath given this honor to love.  Love is the end of all 
commandments of God.”  It is no coincidence that when Jesus tells us the two greatest 
commandments, when he does so, he says, “All of the law and all of the prophets hang on 
these.”  And, those two commandments are to love God and love our neighbor—together.  
And, they are coupled together for a reason.  If we don’t love our neighbor, then there is no 
way we can love God.  If we don’t love God, then there is no way we can love our neighbors the 
way Christ calls us to.  The two are interwoven and cannot be separated.  It is why the author of 
1 John says that the way we show our love for God is by loving our neighbors.  It is why Paul, 



when speaking about spiritual gifts in I Corinthians, says that love is the more excellent way.  In 
fact, he ends that great love chapter by saying, “Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three 
things—and the greatest of these is love.”  It is why the author of 1 John, again, says that we 
love because God first loved us—because God is love.  Love—is what this Christianity thing is all 
about.   
 
 And, if you don’t believe me, Jesus himself says so in our text this morning.  John 15 is 
the beginnings of what scholars call, The Farewell Discourse, in the gospel of John.  This 
discourse is the final teachings bestows his disciples before his arrest, trial, crucifixion, and 
death.  They contain John’s version of the very last words of Christ before his death—the very 
last things he wants his disciples to hear from him.  And, what does it contain—an exhortation 
on love.  
 
 Jesus first reminds us that he is the vine—the great vine of love.  Jesus tells us that he 
is the true vine and if we remain attached to him—the source of love itself—then we will never 
waiver.  Friends, don’t you see?  Jesus is reminding us that if we abide in him, his love will 
sustain us even through the darkest and most difficult of times.  What did we say baptism was 
at the beginning of this sermon series?  It is God’s great reminder that we are claimed by God 
and that God has delighted us from the outset.  Here, Jesus echoes that truth.  But, the catch 
for us to be transformed by this love is that we must abide, remain, stay close to Christ.  It is by 
abiding, remaining, staying attached to the source of love itself—will we be able to bear fruit of 
God’s love in the world.  By abiding in Christ we can rejoice in the midst of grief.  By abiding in 
Christ we can bid farewell to our shame.  By abiding in Christ we are reminded over and over 
and over again that our past, our sin, our brokenness, our fear no longer define who we are.  
Rather, it is by the love of Christ and the love of God and the love of the Holy Spirit are we 
grafted into the family of God.  The waters of baptism remind us of this holy love of God—that 
God so loved the world God put on flesh and showed us the extend of God’s love.  And, this 
love will lead us and guide us and comfort us through the valleys of hell and through the 
mountain tops of praise and joy.  But, my friends, it’s all about love.   
 
 Jesus exhorts us, calls us to remain in his love—to abide in him.  And, it is by abiding in 
him and abiding in him only can we truly fulfill his commandments.  And, what are his 
commandments?  He says, “This is my commandment: love each other just as I have loved you.  
No one has greater love than to give up one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my friends.”  The 
word friend here is powerful.  It is almost equivalent to another word we see throughout the 
New Testament—beloved.  We are Christ’s beloved—because of the holy love of God.  And, 
because we are Christ’s beloved—because we claim to have been transformed by God’s holy 
grace—because we strive to be Christ’s disciples—if we want to be called Christ’s friends, then 
we must follow his commandments, which focus on one thing—love.  It’s all about love.   
 
 Love…it’s what it’s all about.  There’s no getting around it.  We are called to love 
because God first loved us.  There is no denying it.  There is no ignoring it.  There is no 
forgetting it.  There is no shrugging it off.  If we claim to be followers of love incarnate—then 
we too must share that love with the world.  And, why would we want to hide it?  It is by the 



love of God we have been healed of our pain.  It is by the love of God we are comforted in our 
grief.  It is by the love of God we are mended in the midst of our brokenness.  It is by the love of 
God we are liberated from the slavery of sin and death.  It is by the love of God we are freed 
from the bondage of our shame, self-hatred, selfishness, and greed.  It is by the love of God we 
are justified by the blood of Christ.  It is by the love of God we are freed from the clings of 
death.  It is by the love of God that Jesus is raised from the dead, seated at God’s right hand, 
and interceding on our behalf.  Why would we hide this from the world?  Why would we not 
want to share this love with all we meet?  
 
 Apparently we Methodists have a reputation going around town—a reputation I, 
personally, am proud of.  I was at Moss’s the other day and had a conversation with someone I 
didn’t know.  They asked where I was from and I said here—I’m the pastor at the Methodist 
Church.  They responded, “Oh. That church that preaches all that grace and love?”  What better 
reputation to have than that, my friends?  I want to be known by that—don’t you?  I want to be 
known by the love we share, the grace we preach, the compassion we offer.  Why?  Because 
that is the way of Jesus—the way of love.  It is why all persons are welcome to the waters of 
baptism and the table of Holy Communion in our denomination.  God so loved the world.  And, 
the waters of baptism remind us that God so loved the world, God so loved you and me, that 
God has claimed us as God’s children—free of price, unwarranted, undeserved.  It’s all about 
love—God’s love for us and God setting us free to love one another.  Will you join me in 
continuing our reputation?  Will you join me in living into our baptismal vows of loving Jesus 
and loving Jesus’ beloved?  Will you join me in sharing the liberating message to the people we 
see and meet that they are God’s beloved and there is nothing they can do to change it?  Will 
you join me in this evangelism effort—of being the church of love?  Afterall—it’s what it’s all 
about.   
 
IN THE NAME OF THE CREATOR, AND OF THE REDEEMER, AND OF THE SUSTAINER, AMEN.    


